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Our Mission Statement 
Saved by the redeeming grace of 

God, we proclaim Christ crucified 
through worship, service and love of 

neighbor 

 

Our Vision Statement 
We have been saved by the grace of 

God, redeemed by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and 

moved by the Holy Spirit to respond 
to God’s love.  We will proclaim to 
all God’s saving Gospel of Christ 
crucified.  We will worship God 

through Word and Sacrament, serve 
all in need in our communities and 
nurture fellow members in Christ. 

 

Our Guiding Principles 
Everything we do should incorporate 

at least three of the following 
Guiding Principles in support of the 
Mission and Vision of this Church: 

Pray 

Study 

Worship 

Invite 

Encourage 

Serve 

Give 
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Missional May! 

 
 Our Annual Congregational Meeting is coming up on Sunday, May 19th. The temptation is to 
dread this day because this is the Sunday of the church year when we put the arm on a couple 
people to replace the Council members who are rotating off this year, and it is the Sunday of 
the church year when we put the arm on the whole congregation to make our financial pledges 
to Messiah for the coming year. With these things on the docket, it’s a wonder that anybody 
shows up to our meeting at all!  
 
 Yes, there is business to be done. The church is always, in part, a human institution so we 
need wise and dedicated leaders to guide us, and we need dollars to carry out our ministry, but 
please don’t think of our Annual Gathering as a time when you have to sit through a boring 
presentation so we can fill some slots and carry on doing what we have always done. 
 
 This is the Easter season, a time of the church year when we think about and pray about Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit let lose on the world. We read spectacular stories from the Bible about 
individual believers giving bold speeches and doing miracles for the first time. The fledgling 
Christian church begins to find its footing and its voice. With the help of God’s Spirit, a bunch 
of fair-weather friends grow into honest-to-God disciples of Jesus! 
 
 What’s important for us is that Easter is not some dusty fairytale. It is the story of the church, 
our story, and God’s Spirit is surely not done moving in the world. Your job and mine is to 
breathe deeply and draw the Holy Spirit into our lungs and our lives. As you prepare for our 
Annual Meeting later this month, I want to invite each member of Messiah to do some regular 
praying and some real dreaming around the following questions: 
 

What is God calling Messiah to be for the sake of Montgomery? 
What is your role in God’s dreams for Messiah? 
What 2 or 3 things can Messiah do this year with excellence to further God’s dreams here? 
What time, talents, and treasures can you offer this year so that God can do more and 

better miracles in this place? 
How is God calling you to serve outside Messiah this year? 

 
 Jesus makes it clear that Easter people are NOT called to stay huddled together behind closed 
doors. Christians are SENT people! Whenever people of faith gather to do God’s business, it 
should be more than an Annual Meeting. It is a time to ask God’s Spirit to blow in our midst 
so that we, too can find the courage to live the Easter Life. 
 
  
 God Loves You, and So Do I! 
 
 Pastor Devin 
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Letter from the Council President 

 

 
Dear Members of Messiah, 
 
 This liturgical season I participated in a  wider 
range of services than ever before:  Palm Sunday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sun-
day.  I found each of these services to be poignant 
and affective, and clearly leading us and preparing 
us for the celebration of the resurrection of Our 
Lord.  I would like to offer my special thanks to 
Pastor Devin and our Worship Committee for the 
thought and preparation that was apparent in these 
worship services. 
 
 As we move through Spring Break and into the 
summer vacation season, our attendance numbers 
may shrink, but our Messiah operations, costs, and 
mission continue.  Messiah will elect our future 
congregational leadership at our Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting on May 19, 2019; We will adopt a 
new financial plan for the coming year; Our Call 
Committee continues to work through the pastoral 
call process that will come to fruition this fall; And 
Messiah continues to demonstrate its love and care 
for our membership and for those in need. 
 
 I hope to see all of you at our May 19, 2019 An-
nual Congregational Meeting when we move for-
ward together in Christ. 
 
Your servant at Messiah, 
 
 
 Duane Brookhart 
 

  

SUNDAYS 
    Worship - 8:00 & 10:45 am 
     Sunday School 
 Adults - 9:15 am 
              Children - 9:15 am 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
    Meal - 5:30 pm 
   Worship - 6:15 pm  

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri   9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Devin Strong 

Pastor’s Email:  pastordevinstrong@gmail.com 

Office Staff:    

Office Email mlcoffice@messiahlutheranmgm.org  

Website:                www.messiahlutheranmgm.org 

EUCHARIST EVERY 
SUNDAY  

&  
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

Messiah Lutheran Worship & Contact Information 

 

New Addition to the Messiah Family 
Donna Sparks is a fearless woman! This wife of a Baptist minister 
was brave enough to begin a new job as Administrative Assistant 
in a Lutheran church with no supervision or training during Holy 
Week of all times!  Not only is she fearless, she is very talented as 
well. Without skipping a beat, she stepped into her new role and 
has become quite proficient at her duties.   
 
 Donna is a native Alabamian, she grew up 
in Elmore County and graduated from El-
more County High School and Judson Col-
lege in Marion, Alabama.  She attended 
seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.  She has en-
joyed a career as a church secretary although 
she has also worked as a journalist for sev-
eral newspapers.   
 
 She is married to Reverend John Sparks, a 
Baptist minister who has served congrega-
tions in Alabama, Georgia and most recently Louisiana. They live 
on land she inherited from her parent in Kent, Alabama, which is 
near Tallassee. They have a son, Price who is engaged to be mar-
ried in July.   
 
 Donna enjoys reading, yard work and working with her church 
family.  She also Rolls with the Tide.  She says that she is enjoying 
working at Messiah and with Pastor Devin and she appreciates the 
fact that everyone has been so nice and supportive.     
 
 Please welcome Donna to the Messiah family. She is proving to 
be a wonderful addition.   

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS  
RSVP Supper   5:30 p.m. 
Worship           6:15 p.m. 

Kid’s Bible Study 6:15 p.m. 
Choir Practice  7:00 p.m. 

Catechism 7:00 p.m. 
You can make reservations by contacting the 

church office, call 277-4213, e-mail  
mlcoffice@messiahlutheranmgm.org or 

place your name on the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the hall outside the office. 

You may also make reservations on the  
website at www.messiahlutheranmgm.org.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
9:00 am  Quilters 
Wonderful Wednesday 
Anonymous Aprons 
5:30 pm Supper 
6:15 pm Worship 
7:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Catechism  

2 
9:30 am 
Mary’s & Martha’s  
 
 
 
6-7:30 pm 
Pinks & Pearls 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

4 
 
 
 
 
1-3:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 

5 
Worship 

8:00 & 10:45 am 
9:15 am Sunday 

School 
May Birthdays 

Celebration 9:00 am  
 

1-3 pm Young WOK 
3:30 pm  WORG 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

7 
 
9:00 am 
Quilters 
 
11:30 am Loose 
Ladies at Jan’s 
 
 
 

8 
9:00 am  Quilters 
 
Wonderful Wednesday 
Mary’s & Martha’s 
5:30 pm Supper 
6:15 pm Worship 
7:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Catechism  
 

9 
9:30 am 
Mary’s & Martha’s 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

11 
 
9:00 am   Art Club 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

MOTHER’S 
DAY 

 
Worship 

8:00 & 10:45 am 
9:15 am Sunday 

School 
1-3 pm Young WOK 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

14 
 
9:00 am 
Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
9:00 am   Quilters 
 
Wonderful Wednesday 
Church Council 
5:30 pm Supper 
6:15 pm Worship 
7:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Catechism  
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  
Council Meeting 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

18 
9:00 am Yarnovers 
 
1-3:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
3:15-8:00 pm 
Gathered by Grace 
Game Night 
 

19 
Worship 

8:00 & 10:45 am 
9:15 am 

Congregational 
Meeting 

 
1-3 pm Young WOK 
3:30 pm WORG 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 
 

21 
 
9:00 am  Quilters 
 
 
 
Messiah Messenger 
Submission Deadline 
 
 

22 
 
9:00 am  Quilters 
Wonderful Wednesday 
5:30 pm Supper 
6:15 pm Worship 
7:00 pm Catechism  
 
 

 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 

Worship 
8:00 & 10:45 am 
9:15 am Sunday 

School 
 

1-3 pm Young WOK 
 

27 
 

 
 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED  
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

28 
 
9:00 am  Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 31 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 
 
 

 

On the Schedule for .. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
2  Johnie Nelson 

4  Judith Forks 

6  Signe Nelson 

7  Randy Jones 

9  Steve Willis 

10 Bong Koczur 

11 Jaheim Boykin  

14 Zoe Garrison 

15 Grayson Hataway 

16 Robert Graetz 

18 Gudrun Hanson 

25 Paul Morton 

26 Jaehee Ashley 

27 William Petrey 

28 Ransom Evans 

29 Sarah Sievers,  

      Linda Talley 
 

May 2019 
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Annual  

Congregational  

Meeting 

 

Sunday, May 19th 

Call Committee Update 
The Call Process is an eighteen-step process and Messiah is 
currently at Step 11- completion of the Ministry Site Profile.  
 
  By now, you have received information about, and hope-
fully completed, the congregational survey developed by the 
Committee.  It is important that you participate in the survey 
so that the information provided to the Southeastern Synod is 
reflective of the entire congregation.  The Synod will use that 
information to match candidates for the Committee to inter-
view for the position of pastor.  The deadline for completion 
of the survey is May 12th.  The results will be shared at the 
Congregational Meeting on May 19th.   
 
 It is anticipated that the Call Committee will have completed 
its’ work by the middle of June.  Once the Call Committee 
has completed the Ministry Site Profile and it has been ap-
proved by the Bishop’s Office, it will be submitted to the 
Congregational Council for approval.  Upon approval by the 
Congregational Council, it will be activated in the ELCA 
online call process system and interested candidates will be 
able to review it and express their interest. The Bishop’s of-
fice will present the names of from one to four candidates for 
the Call Committee to interview.  Eventually, the Committee 
will recommend a candidate to the Congregational Council. 
Once the Council has approved a candidate, he or she will be 
presented to the congregation for approval.   
 
 Please understand that the work of the Call Committee once 
the Ministry Site Profile is completed is strictly confidential.  
No information regarding candidates will be shared with any-
one until the Committee is ready to recommend a candidate 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Pledge Form 

 Its Pledge time again!! 
 
In advance of a new Church fiscal year, the Council invites you to consider your financial gifts to Messiah beginning June 1st.  Each con-
tributor is asked to consider making a pledge as it provides a foundation on which the church can build the FY financial plan on.   
 
Your pledge is only known by the Financial Secretary and this information WILL NOT be shared with anyone. You are encouraged to 
complete and return this form to the undersigned as soon as possible, but please NLT April 15. This will allow your Financial Ministry 
Team and the Church Council time to prepare a viable FY 2019-2020 Budget. 
 
I/We, __________________________ pledge to contribute the following amount regularly to the General Operating Expenses of Messiah 
Lutheran Church during Fiscal Year (FY) 2019-2020 [June 1, 2019 thru May 31, 2020]. 
 

$__________X 52 Weekly contributions = __________ Or  $__________ X 12 Monthly contributions = ___________  
  
Env # ____________ 
 
Thank you in advance for your support, 
 
Linda Jones 
Financial Secretary  
Messiah Lutheran Church 
 

Pledge forms may be turned in by placing in Offering Plate, in person, in the Financial Secretary Cubbyhole by the Office  

for approval.   
 
 Please pray for the Committee and for Messiah during this 
important process.  If you need additional information the 
members of the Call Committee are: 
 
Diane Davis   Doris Underwood 
Cell:  334-300-1206  Cell:  334-296-3627 
Diane_Davis53@aol.com dpunderwood@knology.net 
 
Madeline Burkhardt  Christopher Sellers 
Cell: 256-777-3152  Cell:  334-320-5319 
madelineburkhardt@gmail.com Christopherss@hotmail.com 
 
Rhonda Morton   Ben Severance 
Cell: 334-657-3770  Cell:  334-201-2240 
rhondacmorton@gmail.com bseveran@aum.edu 
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Don’t Forget the “Other Stuff” 
 
Various groups/individuals at Messiah collect the following items that benefit the local community.  Drop-off stations for 
these items are located by the church office. 

 
  Magazines - taken to area hospitals (please make sure all addresses are removed) 
  Catalogs - also taken to area hospitals (please make sure all addresses are removed) 
  Soup labels - taken to Morningview Elementary School 
  Greeting card fronts 
  Old and new calendars - taken to Morningview Elementary School 
  Box Tops for Education - collected by Jeannie Graetz for E.D. Nixon Elementary School 
  Soda pop tabs - donated to the Ronald McDonald House charities 
 Old and unused reading and prescription glasses - donated to the Lions Club. 

 


