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Our Mission Statement 
Saved by the redeeming grace of 

God, we proclaim Christ crucified 
through worship, service and love of 

neighbor 

 

Our Vision Statement 
We have been saved by the grace of 

God, redeemed by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and 

moved by the Holy Spirit to respond 
to God’s love.  We will proclaim to 
all God’s saving Gospel of Christ 
crucified.  We will worship God 

through Word and Sacrament, serve 
all in need in our communities and 
nurture fellow members in Christ. 

 

Our Guiding Principles 
Everything we do should incorporate 

at least three of the following 
Guiding Principles in support of the 
Mission and Vision of this Church: 

Pray 

Study 

Worship 

Invite 

Encourage 

Serve 

Give 
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Born Again? 

 
    In the South it is quite common for certain Christians to speak of themselves as “Born 
Again.” Often they know the exact date when “they accepted Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior.” This reminds us of the powerful scene in John 3 where Jesus is talking to 
Nicodemus about being born anew in the Spirit, and the poor guy gets confused about how 
he is supposed to climb into his mother’s womb a second time. 
 
   Lutherans speak of Baptism as our “Born Again” moment. We emphasize that this is not 
our doing but something that is done to us and for us. As John 3 also tells us, “God so 
loved the world” and us long before we were ever born. And Baptism becomes a tangible 
sign, a touchstone, when you and I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that God’s loves us. 
When we are immersed in the water and the Word, we receive God’s promise of 
forgiveness, and henceforth, we belong to God forever. It’s why I strongly encourage 
Christians to know and to celebrate their baptismal birthdays. This is a joyous date in the 
life of every believer! 
 
   No matter how rich God’s promises are, you and I still have to believe them for them to 
change our lives. A promise that is not trusted falls empty. So we Lutherans celebrate the 
“Affirmation of Baptism,” also called Confirmation. Of course, this is the time, after a 
period of study, prayer, and discernment when young people (or adults) say YES! to God’s 
promises made to them long ago in Baptism. The action is still God’s. God made the 
promise, and God keeps the promise despite our numerous foibles along the way. You and 
I are simply its lucky recipients. Confirmation is one moment when we recognize just how 
lucky we are. 
 
   We hope that Confirmation is a time when young people graduate out of the faith that 
they inherited from their parents and claim their own identity as Jesus’ followers, but the 
truth is that it is a process. I probably didn’t make the faith truly my own until I was in 
college. Still, the Affirmation of Baptism is an important first step. Kids today are bright 
and have been exposed to so much more than many of us. They know what is true for 
them, and they surely know what it feels like to be loved by the Lord and the church. 
Confirmation is not the end; it is the beginning of a grown-up journey of discipleship. 
 
   It is my honor and privilege to preside at the Affirmation of Baptism for four of 
Messiah’s outstanding young people: Grayson Hataway. Jamie McCune, Abbie Strickland, 
and Arien Talley on Sunday, June 9th at 10 AM. Come out and celebrate this exciting day 
with them and their families! A reception will follow worship. 
 
 God Loves You, and So Do I! 
 
 Pastor Devin 
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President’s Report to the Congregation 
May 19, 2019 

 
 Dear Members of Messiah, 
 

   The 2018-2019 Council year started much like my previous four years on Council, but ended very differently:  The year began 
with Pastor Randy, and ended with Pastor Devin; the year began with one hour Council meetings, and ended with 2 ½ hour Council meet-
ings.  For Messiah this was truly a year of change, a year of challenge, and yet, -- clearly a year of progress. 

 
 Following Pastor Randy’s resignation in October, Messiah’s needs were communicated to ELCA Southeastern Synod Bishop 

Gordy.  Synod Representative Pastor Ben Moravitz visited with Council on October 1, and started us on our Call Process exploration.  
Synod may view this as process, but I view this as an exploration because there is no safe path that protects Messiah from the unforeseen 
challenges and threats that appear from the unknown.  This is a journey of change or uncertainty – an exploration.  In a more positive view, 
the Call Process represent a test of our congregants and of our congregation—a time when we can individually and collectively reaffirm 
our faith, and our commitment as the Body of Christ.  

 
 In this time of uncertainty following Pastor Randy’s resignation, Council’s primary concerns focused on 1) care for our congre-

gants, and 2) coverage of Messiah’s programs and services, including Sunday worship services, Wonderful Wednesdays, and Catechism.  
In my absence, Vice President Chris Sellers and Congregational Care Chair Steve Wright addressed these concerns through engagement of 
Pastor Devin Strong as Interim Pastor beginning November 1, 2019.  Pastor Devin was officially installed as Interim Pastor on November 
15, 2019. 

 
 Pastor Devin began to lead us through the Call Process, including self-examination of Messiah’s strengths, weaknesses, vision, 

and opportunities.  In January, 2019 congregants Jim and Kathryn, Gene and Phyllis, Tina and Katrina, and Duane hosted Cottage Meet-
ings where these topics were discussed.  Announcements of a Special Congregation meeting for election of Call Committee members be-
gan January 20 and continued through February 17, 2019.  The Special Congregation Meeting was held on February 24, 2019, at which 
time nominees were received, and six members were elected to serve with Pastor Devin as our Call Committee.  The Call Committee was 
officially installed on March 31, 2019, and has actively worked on task since that time.  Messiah should expect to begin to see the results 
of their efforts this summer and fall. 

 
  On a separate track, Council examined Messiah’s operations and policies.  The lack, or unavailability, of written policies in this 
time of change added to our uncertainty.  Some policies were retrieved, reviewed, and updated; others needed to be created.   Some of the 
major policy work during this Council year included Financial Policies, Church Facilities and Maintenance, Worship Assistant Scheduling, 
Monthly Financial Reporting Template, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Management, and Weddings and Funerals (in final review). 

 
 A review of Messiah’s information systems and automated processes was spearheaded by John Glendening.  These efforts in-

cluded equipment inventory, disposal of obsolete equipment, backup and data security, IT Status and Support Plan, resolution of computer 
connection problems, and a Website Maintenance Plan.   

 
 Parish Administration Team had a busy year.  The Annual Staff Evaluation process was continued, and reviews were accom-

plished prior to Financial Expense Plan preparation so that the results of these evaluations could be considered in our financial planning.  
Based upon these reviews, Council proposed a three percent increase in employee compensations for Council Year 2019-2020.  Addition-
ally, the hiring process was expanded to include Background Check and Drug Screening as a part of the standard employment process.   
Last and certainly not least, Messiah’s Administrative Assistant position was filled twice during the last twelve months.  Special apprecia-
tion is conveyed to Elizabeth Strickland and Paul Morton who provided their time and experience and helped us make these transitions in 
church office operations.  

 
 In the area of Finances, Council managed our expenses in accordance with our changing circumstances.  The 2018-2019 Financial 

Plan was impacted by both Pastor Randy’s departure and Pastor Devin’s arrival.  However, as we approach the end of our fiscal year, we 
are within a few thousand dollars of breaking even.                     (Continued on Page 3) 

SUNDAYS 
    Worship - 8:00 & 10:45 am 
     Sunday School 
 Adults - 9:15 am 
              Children - 9:15 am 

NO WONDERFUL  
WEDNESDAYS UNTIL  

THE FALL 

     

Office Hours:  Mon-Fri   9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Devin Strong 

Pastor’s Email:  pastordevinstrong@gmail.com 

Office Staff:   Donna Sparks 

Office Email mlcoffice@messiahlutheranmgm.org  

Website:                www.messiahlutheranmgm.org 

EUCHARIST EVERY 
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&  
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
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(President’s Report,  Continued from Page 2) 
 
 
  Peg Walker has continued to serve Messiah steadfastly as Treasurer throughout these times of change and challenge.  We 
miss Gary Davis as Financial Secretary.  Linda Jones has provided excellent services in the area of revenue reporting and budgeting.   
Financial Chair Paul Morton led the development of our 2019-2020 Financial Expense Plan, which was presented and approved at 
the Annual Congregation Meeting on May 19, 2019.  Additionally, the Spring Fundraiser for our Building Fund exceeded its goal by 
more than $1,000 thanks to the generosity of our membership. 
 
  Oversight of our Building and Grounds was chaired by John Glendenning, and we are especially appreciative of the ongoing, 
significant contributions of Jim Willoughby and Robert Harris in this area. 
 
  Messiah has continued to support our ongoing programs to the best of our abilities.  Our church facility is used by the Ko-
rean church each Sunday afternoon, and by outside ladies’ groups on two afternoons per month. 

 
  Advent special offerings were directed to the Life Now Fund efforts of Pastor Tiffany Chaney; the Lenten special offerings 
were directed to Lunches for Learning; and Messiah fulfilled its Synod Benevolence Commitment.  Elizabeth Strickland led a chil-
dren’s Lenten Lutheran World Relief Project; Melissa Hataway and other members helped with the Lutheran Campus Ministry 
Sleepover and spaghetti dinner. 
  
 Several programs were continued under Community Outreach, which was chaired by Melissa Hataway.  The Jeff Davis Food 
Distribution to the Needy was coordinated by Jim Willoughby; the Back-Packs Food Program to E.D. Nixon Elementary students 
was led by Gene Klocke and Jim Willoughby. 

 
  Youth Ministry Chair Hildredge Sims has voiced the needs for children’s services and has helped coordinate children’s ser-
vices and activities; 
 
  Worship Committee Chair Doris Underwood has worked with Music Director Tara Severence to provide wonderful and 
varied musical additions to our services. 
 
  Special thanks is extended to Pastor Devin, who has been patient, tolerant, understanding, thoughtful, and inspiring -- a 
wonderful example of positively embracing the opportunity that God has provided.   
 
 The 2018-2019 year was a time of change, challenge, and progress.  As outgoing Council president, I ask you to thoughtfully and 
prayerfully consider two probable areas of challenge in the 2019-2020 year:  Financial Support and Member Effort Support. 
 

 Regarding Financial Support, our financial and activity records indicate that 1) attendance is slowly declining, 2) the num-
ber of member pledges is stable, but the average member pledge is declining, and 3) future costs are uncertain and largely depend-
ent upon the costs related to retaining a new permanent pastor.  Though these are real threats, we have a responsible and generous 
congregation, and a Council that is a good steward of our resources.  I am optimistic, and I don’t believe next year should be any 
different financially from other recent years. 
 

 Concerning Member Support, 1) our membership numbers are slowly declining, 2) our congregation is aging, and 3) our 
membership’s capability to support our programs is challenged by both our declining numbers and our increasing age.  Very worth-
while programs such as the Jeff Davis Food Distribution, the E.D. Nixon Back-Packs Program, and the Wonderful Wednesday din-
ners, will require new and additional member support in 2029-2020.  Council plans to use the summer hiatus to evaluate adjust-
ments or support alternatives for these programs in hopes that these valuable programs can be sustained.  However, some level of 
ongoing Member Support will be needed. 
 

 Some might think that we have left much undone for next year’s Council.  But Council, and our Messiah membership, has 
labored mightily in the Lord’s vineyard this past year, and we have provided a good foundation for the coming year.  I want to per-
sonally thank the congregation and all Council members for the privilege of serving as Council president for the past year.   

 
 The coming year will likely be a similar year of change, challenge, and progress -- as Messiah completes the Pastoral Call 

process and strives to fulfill Christ’s mission for our church.   
 

 Amen. 
 

 Duane Brookhart, President 
 Messiah Lutheran Church Council 
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1 
 
 
 
 
1-3:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 

2 
Worship 

8:00 & 10:45 am 
9:15 am Sunday 

School 
June  Birthdays 

Celebration 9:00 am  
 

1-3 pm Young WOK 
3:30 pm  WORG 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

4 
9:00 am 
Quilters 
 
11:30 am Loose 
Ladies at Sommers 
Place 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

5 
 
9:00 am 
Quilters 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

8 
 
9:00 am   Art Club 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Pentecost & 
Confirmation 

Sunday 
9:15 am Sunday 

School 
10:00 am Worship & 

Reception 
1-3 pm Young WOK 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

11 
 
9:00 am 
Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
9:00 am 
Quilters 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

15 
9:00 am Yarnovers 
 
1-3:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
Fellowship Lutheran 
Church of Tulsa, OK 
youth staying at 
church 

16 
Worship 

8:00 & 10:45 am 
9:15 am Sunday 

School 
 

1-3 pm Young WOK 
3:30 pm WORG 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 
 

18 
 
9:00 am  Quilters 
 
3:00 pm King Williams 
Food Delivery 
 
Messiah Messenger 
Submission Deadline 
 

19 
 
 
9:00 am 
Quilters 
 

 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm  
Council Meeting 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23         Worship 
8:00 & 10:45 am 
9:15 am Sunday 

School 
1-3 pm Young WOK 
30 
Worship 10 am 
9:15 am Sunday 
School; Potluck Meal 
3:30 pm WORG 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 

25 
 
9:00 am  Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
9:00 am 
Quilters 

27 28 
 
6:00 pm 
Pink & Pearls 
 
 

29 
 
4:00-9:00  WORG 

On the Schedule for .. 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
4  John Glendening 

6  James Scrudato 

7  Gerald Colburn 

11 Lula Pouncey  

14 Jessica Hampton-

Sneed, Peg Walker 

20 Karen Brow 

21 Jennifer Haynes 
 

  
  

June  2019 
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Don’t Forget the “Other Stuff” 
 
Various groups/individuals at Messiah collect the following items that benefit the local community.  Drop-off stations for 
these items are located by the church office. 

 
  Magazines - taken to area hospitals (please make sure all addresses are removed) 
  Catalogs - also taken to area hospitals (please make sure all addresses are removed) 
  Soup labels - taken to Morningview Elementary School 
  Greeting card fronts 
  Old and new calendars - taken to Morningview Elementary School 
  Box Tops for Education - collected by Jeannie Graetz for E.D. Nixon Elementary School 
  Soda pop tabs - donated to the Ronald McDonald House charities 
 Old and unused reading and prescription glasses - donated to the Lions Club. 

Jeff Davis Food Basket Support 

   As a part of Messiah Lutheran  
Mission plan, the support of food  
baskets delivered to the residents of the 
Jeff Davis apartments (Now King Wil-
liams Housing) occurs four times a year. 
The King Williams food |basket pro-
gram has had generous  
contributions made in the past and we 
do not need to raise any money for the June 18 food distri-
bution. I anticipate spending approximately $700.00 to pur-
chase approximately 3,200 pounds of food for approxi-
mately 72 residents. 
   The total $700.00 will purchase 3,200 pounds of food. 
That equates to 35 pounds of food for each  
resident with a retail value of approximately $5,000.00. The 
Messiah service team will purchase food from the Mont-
gomery Area Food Bank. The distribution of the food will 
be at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 18. Your volunteer sup-
port to distribute the food will be  
appreciated. Questions, call or contact Jim Willoughby,  
Messiah Activity Coordinator, 334-300-2326 © or 
jmsnwo@gmail.com. 

Call Committee Report 
 

 The Call Committee would like to thank everyone 
who responded to the Congregational Survey.  The informa-
tion you provided will assist us in completing our Ministry 
Site Profile, which is one of the steps in the Call Process.  
The Bishop’s Office will use this information to match our 
profile with a candidate who hopefully, will lead us into the 
future.  So, thank you for participating in this very important 
part of the Call Process. 
 We had at 48 respondents to the Survey. With an 
average of 76 attendees on Sundays—this includes both the 
8:00 and 10:45 services --the response rate to the survey was 
approximately 62%. This response rate was incredibly im-
pressive and the input from the congregation is invaluable to 
the Call Committee.   Please be assured that your comments 
have been noted and your voices heard.   
 We hope to have the Ministry Site Profile completed 
by the end of June.  Then the waiting begins.  We will wait 
for the Bishop’s Office to forward us names of possible 
matches to our profile.   
 We will keep you updated on our progress and will 
share as much information as we can.  We covet your prayers 
for the Committee and for Messiah during this important 
process. 
 
  Thank you. 
 Doris Underwood  
 (For the Call Committee) Confirmation  

will be  
Sunday, June 9th  

at 10:00 a.m.  
We will only have  

one service. 
A reception will be  
held immediately  

                         following the service. 

Sunday, June 30th,  
we will only have one 

worship service at 
10:00 a.m.  

A Pot Luck will be 
held immediately 

                                         following the service. 


